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CLINICS. 


Statistical Report of the Principal Opera- 
tions performed in the London Hospitals 
during the month of February, 1856. 

Lithotomy.—The case left under care by 
last month’s report has since recovered. 

_ Number of cases, 5; recovered, 4; 
died, 1. 

Case 1. A boy, aged nearly 3, under the 
care of Mr. Cock, in Guy’s Hospital. He 
was in fair health, but had suffered severely 
from the irritation of the stone. A very 
small and light stone, not weighing quite 
three grains, was removed. Recovered 
well. Case 2. A healthy boy, aged 10, 
under the care of Mr. Stanley in St. Bar- 
tholomew’s. When admitted he was suf- 
fering severely from vesical irritation. The 
symptoms having somewhat abated under 





treatment, the usual operation was per- 
formed, and a large mulberry calculus was ‘ 
removed. The wound was healed in twelve 
days, recovery having been uninterrupted. 
Case 3. A boy, aged 7, in fair health, under 


the care of Mr. Skey, in St. Bartholomew’s. 
Symptoms of two years’ duration, and lat- 
terly severe. A mulberry stone, the size 
of a filbert, was removed. Recovered well. 
Case 4. A boy, aged 9, in fair health, under 
the care of Mr. Hutchinson, in the Metro- 
politan Free. Symptoms had existed for 
many years, but had been very slight, A 
large, very rough, mulberry calculus was 
removed, weighing nearly half an ounce. 
Recovered without a bad symptom. Case 
5. A healthy man, aged 79, under the care 
of Mr. Solly, in St. Thomas’s. He had 
been the subject of stone for several years, 
but had not, until lately, suffered much in- 
convenience from it. The usual operation 
was performed, and a calculus of moderate 
size removed, The man did well fora few 
days, when hemorrhage from the region of 
the prostate ensued. This was, with some 
difficulty, controlled ; but the patient gradu- 
ally sank, and death took place at the end 
of the week. At the autopsy all the viecera 
were found to be healthy, excepting that 
the mucous membrane of the bladder was 
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congested, and that there was a very small 
collection of matter in one part of its pa- 


rietes, 
Herniotomy.—Number of cases, 7; reco 


vered, 5; died, 2. 
Case 1. A man, aged 22, under the care 


of Mr, Lane, in St, Mary's, on account of 
congenital scrotal hernia, Neither testis 


had descended lower than the external ring, 


and on the right side the gland lay to th 
inner side, and in front of the hernial pro- 
trusion. Strangulation had existed two 
days, and the symptoms were urgent. The 
sac was opened, and found to contain omen- { 
tum and small intestine. A portion of 
omentum was cut away, and the rest re- 
tained in the wound by-a ligature. Reco- 
vered without a bad symptom. Case 2. A 
woman, aged 45, under the care of Mr. 
Birkett, in Guy's, on account of femoral 
hernia. Strangulation 44 hours. Sac not 
opened. A portion of irreducible omentum 
was left in the sac. The wound healed 
quickly, and the woman was convalescent 
within a few days after theoperation. Case 
3. A woman, aged 37, under the care of 
Mr. Stanley, in St. Bartholomew's. Hernia 
femoral, strangulated three hours; symp- 
toms well marked and tumour very painful. 
Sac not opened. Recovered well. Case 4. 
A woman, aged 56, under the care of Mr. 
Lloyd, in St. Bartholomew’s. Hernia fe- 
moral, strangulated twenty hours; symp- 
toms severe. Sac not opened. The woman 
was in ill health prior tothe descent of the 
hernia, and, for some days after the opera- 
tion, she suffered from peritonitis. Under 
treatment by opium and gray powder she 
made a good recovery. Case 5. A woman, 
aged 44, under the care of Mr. Lloyd, in 
St. Bartholomew’s. Hernia femoral, and 
of enormous size, extending from the pubes 
to the spine of the ilium, and being from 
three to four inches in breadth. The hernia 
had existed for a short time only, and no 
truss had ever been worn. Strangulation 
forty-eight hours; symptoms severe. The 
stricture was freely divided, and, without 
opening the sac, the reduction of several 
coils of intestine and a large portion of 
omentum was effected. A considerable 
mass of omentum remained, however, irre- 
ducible in the sac, ‘ During four days fol- 
lowing the operation the signs of peritonitis 
were present, and, on the fourth, Mr. Lloyd 
determined to open the sac. A portion of 
omentum, in ‘a sloughing condition, was cut 
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away. Profuse suppuration of the sac fol- 
lowed, and a counter- opening over the spine 
of ilium had to be made. Under the free 
use of tonics and stimulants the woman 
made a good recovery, and there is reason 
to believe, that the neck of the sac has been 
permanently obliterated, as the hernia does 
not now protrude even on violent coughing, 
Case 6, A man, aged 36, under the care of 


Mr, Birkett, in Guy's, on account of a con- 


genital hernia, complicated by an unde- 
scended testicle, which rested in the ex- 
ternal ring. Strangulation had existed 
eleven hours, and the symptoms, which 
were extremely severe, were not relieved 
either by the warm bath, opium, or chloro- 
form. The sac was opened, and the bowel 
found much congested. The canal was 
long, and the stricture tight. The man did 
well for some hours after the operation, but 
subsequently sank into collapse, and died 
the next day. The autopsy showed evi- 
dences of acute peritonitis. The strangu- 
lated bowel was a portion of ileum. Case 
7. A woman, aged 43, under the care of 
Mr. Luke, in the London, Hernia femoral, 
strangulated seven days. She had been 
under treatment, before admission, for what 
was believed to be fever, the hernia not 
having beendiscovered. At the time of the 
operation she was all but pulseless, and in 
extreme collapse. It was not deemed justi- 
fiable to attempt the taxis. As the director 
was being passed under the stricture, the 
sac not having been opened, both sac and 
gut gave way, and feculent matter escaped 
into the wound. The patient never rallied, 
and death followed about twelve hours after 
the operation. The autopsy showed the 
gut ulcerated just where the sharp edge of 
Gimbernat’s ligament had pressed on it. 

Amputations.—Several of the cases pre- 
viously mentioned remain under care. 

Of the Thigh.—Case 1. A man, aged 31, 
under the care of Mr. Cock, in Guy’s, on 
account of old-standing disease of the knee- 
joint. He had improved in health during 
treatment, preparatory to the amputation, 
and was in a fair state. The stump healed 
quickly. Case 2, A man, aged 26, in good 
health, under the care of Mr. Gowlland, in 
the London, on account of a complete crush 
of the leg and foot. Amputation above the 
knee was performed four hours afte the 
accident. .. Doing well. Case 3, A Swede, 
aged 39, under Mr. Tudor’s care in the 
Dreadnought, on account of disease of the 
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knee-joint, of a year and a half’s duration. 
Circular amputation of the thigh. Three 
days after the operation a mild attack of 
erysipelas commenced. It passed off, how- 
ever, and he subsequently progressed favour- 
ably, Symptoms suspicious of pyemia 
have since occurred, Under treatment, 
Case 4, A inan, aged 30, under Mr, Tudor's 
care in the Dreadnought, on account of very 
extensive syphilitic ulceration of the skin of 


the leg and knee, exposing the patella and 
the tibia in several places. The knee-joint 
had been opened by phagedenic ulceration 
shortly before the amputation. Amputation 
by flaps. He was in a precarious state from 
constitutional irritation for two weeks after 
the operation, but has since done well. 
Under treatment. Case 5. A lad, aged 13, 
under the care of Mr. South, in St. Thomas’s, 
on account of diseased knee-joint. He had 
been greatly reduced by long-continued 
suppuration. Since the amputation he has 
done well in every respect. Case 6. An 
unhealthy-looking young man, under the 
care of Mr. South, in St. Thomas’s, on ac- 
count of diseased knee joint. Recovered 
well. 

Of the Leg.—Case7. A boy, aged 14, 
in good health, admitted into Guy’s under 
the care of Mr. Birkett, having had his foot 
and lower part of the leg crushed in ma- 
chinery. Primary amputation by lateral 
flaps of skin, and circular incision through 
the muscles. The stump healed slowly by 
granulation. Well. Case 8. A man, aged 
36, under the care of Mr. Coulson, in St. 
Mary’s. Three weeks before admission 
there had been lowinflammation of the cel- 
lular tissue of the foot, from exposure to 
cold. Free incisions had been practised. 
The foot was threatening gangrene, and the 
ankle-joint was implicated. The man was 
very much reduced. Amputation by flaps 
in the middle of the leg. Some sloughing 
‘followed the operation, but the patient is 
now doing well. Case 9. A man, aged 38, 
in good health, under the care of Mr. Cock, 
in Guy’s, on account of strumous disease of 
the ankle-joint. Amputation in the middle 
third of the leg by lateral flaps. Doing 
well. - Case 10. A man, aged 46, under the 
care of Mr. Cock, in Guy’s, on account of 
_ compound fracture, with great injury to the 
left leg. Gangrene ensued, and secondary 
amputation just below the knee had to be 
performed on the twelfthday. ‘The man at 
the time was extremely low. The stump 
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was attacked by superficial gangrene, and 
death took place eight days after the ampu- 
tation. Atthe autopsy extensive pneumo- 
nia was found, one part of the lung being 
almost gangrenous, 

Of the Foot—Case 11, A boy, aged 10, 
under Mr, Curling’s care, in the London, 


on account of diseased tarsus of twelve 
months’ duration, Amputation at the ankles 


joint was performed, a small portion of the 
os calcis (merely the outer shell) being left 
in the flap. The malleoliand articular facet - 
of tibia were sawn away. The stump is 
doing well. 

Of the Upper Extremity.—A man, of 
middle age, under the care of Mr. Lee, in 
King’s College, on account of disurganiza- 
tion of the elbow-joint. Amputation through 
the upper arm. 

Ligature of Arteries.—A man, aged 30, 
was admitted into King’s College, on ac- 
count of a large popliteal aneurism. The 
tumour had followed a blow on the part, in- 
flicted six weeks before admission, in jump- 
ing an iron gate. Treatment by compres- 
sion was tried, but eould not be borne. 
During the fortnight the man was in the 
hospital before the operation, the aneurism 
became diffused, and doubled in size. Liga- 
ture of the superficial femoral was perform- 
ed. Four days after the operation, mortifi- 
cation of the foot began. A line of demar- 
cation afterwards formed about the ankle, 
and separation is now proceeding. The 
man isin good general health. The ligature 
came away on the nineteenth day, and the 
wound healed well. Under treatment. 

Excision of Joints —Case 1 A lad, aged 
18, under the care of Mr. Fergusson, in 
King’s College, on account of diseased 
knee-joint. The disease had existed a year 
anda half. Excision of the extremities of 
the femur and tibia was performed, the 
patella being left. The patient has since 
done remarkably well. Under treatment. 
Case 2. A woman, aged 40, under the care 
of Mr. Solly, in St. Thomas’s, on account 
of disease of the elbow-joint, resulting from 
a blow received five months before. The 
articular extremities of the bones were ex- 
cised. The disease was found to affect 
principally the end of the humerus. Part 
of the wound healed by first intention, and 
the rest is rapidly filling up. She has much 
improved in health since the operation. 
Case 3. A woman, aged 56, under the care 
of Mr. Hutchinson, in the Metropolitan 
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Free, on account of disease of the elbow- 
joint. The disease had existed about a 
year, and had Jatterly caused extreme pain. 
She was wasted and feeble. An abscess, 
communicating with the interior of the joint, 
had been opened a fortnight prior to the 
operation, but previous to that, no discharge 
of pus had occurred. These soft parts about 
the joint were greatly swollen. Excision 
of the articular extremities of the three bones 
was performed, the T incision being prac- 


.tised.. The patient has had no ill symptoms 


since the operation, but the process of heal- 
ing goes on only slowly. Under treatment. 

Removal of the Eyeball.—A woman, aged 
41, under the care of Mr. Bowman, in 
King’s College, on account of a melanotic 
growth from the front of the eyeball. Three 
previous excisions had been performed. 
The disease had existed nine years. Mr. 
Bowman removed the entire globe. Re- 
covered well, 

Removal of the Testis.—Case 1. A man, 
aged 30, under the care of Mr. Skey, in St. 
Bartholomew's, on accountof great enlarge- 
ment of the sight testis. It was larger than 
a fist, firm, and heavy. The disease had 
commenced spontaneously six months ago, 
and no material pain had attended it. The 
cord was not affected, there was no evidence 
of disease of the lumbar glands, and the 
man was in pretty good health. The scro- 
tum was reddened, and the testis adhered 
to it. Excision of the gland was performed 
in the usual way. The disease proved to 
be cystic, with medullary cancer, the cysts 
being small, and the greater portion of the 
mass consisting of cancerous material. 
(Microscope not used.) A portion of 
healthy testis structure was expanded in 
front of the tumour. Case 2. A man, aged 
65, under the care of Mr. Hutchinson, in the 
Metropolitan Free. The left testis was 
enlarged to the size of a small fist, but was 
quite movable in the scrotum. The history 
was of an increase for six years. It was 
removed chiefly on account of its weight 
and inconvenience. The disease proved to 
be a thick-walled cyst in the tunica albu- 
ginea. (See Report of the Pathological So- 
ciety.) The man recovered well. In the 
operation Mr. Hutchinson employed for 
holding the cord an ingenious little instru- 
ment recently devised by Mr. Callaway, of 
Guy’s, for that purpose. The incision, 
instead of being made, as usual, in front of 
the scrotum, was made at the bottom, a de- 








pending opening for the escape of matter 
being thereby secured. 

Excision of Malignant Tumours.— Case 
1. A man, aged 52, was admitted, under 
Mr. Skey’s care, into St. Bartholomew's, 
on account of a growth of epithelial cancer, 
about the size of a penny, on the back of 
the hand. It had existed for three years, 
and had been painful for one. There was 
no history of any irritant having been ap- 
plied. Excision was performed by Mr. 
Hodgeon (House- Surgeon), and the wound 
healed well> Case 2, A chimney-sweep, 
aged 46, under the care of Mr. Lloyd, in 
St. Bartholomew’s, on account of cancerous 
ulcers on each side of the scrotum. The 
disease had begun as warts two years be- 
fore. The glands in the groin were en- 
larged, but not hard. The appearance of 
the ulcers was not very characteristic of 
soot cancer. Excision of both in one piece 
was performed, the left tunica vaginalis 
being opened by the knife. Secondary he- 
morrhage made it necessary to re-open the 
wound, and apply more ligatures. The 
wound ultimately healed well, and the 
tumefied glands diminished in size. Re- 
covered. (See ‘‘ Removal of the Breast, of 
the Testis, and of the Eyeball.’’) 

Removal of the Breast.—Case 1. A wo- 
man, aged 42, in good health, under the 
care of Mr. Hilton, in Guy’s, on account of 
cancer, of eight months’ duration. Exci- 
sion of the whole breast. Doing well. 
Case 2. A woman, aged 50, in good health, 
under the care of Mr. Adams, in the London, 
on account of a tumour the size of a hen’s 
egg, in the outer part of the gland. The 
whole breast was removed, and the tumour 
proved to be scirrhous. A slight attack of 
erysipelas followed, but was well recovered 
from. Recovered. Case 3. A woman, 
aged 63, under the care of Mr. Lane, in 
St. Mary’s, on account ofa scirrhous growth | 
in the breast, of nine months’ duration, and - 
rapidly increasing. After the operation, she 
became very desponding, and low erysipelas 
set in, and ended in death. The wound has 
continued healthy. Case 4. A woman, 
aged 43, under the care of Mr. Fergusson, 
in King's College, on account of scirrhus 
of the breast, of five months’ duration. Ex- 
cision. Recovery. Case 5. A woman, aged 
43, under Mr. Birkett’s care, on account of 
scirrhus of the breast. A similar tumour 
had been excised from the same breast be- 
fore. The recent growth had existed five 
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months. Excision of entire gland. Reco- 
very. Case 6. A woman, aged 35, under 
Mr. Birkett's care, in Guy's, on account of 
scirrhus, of five years’ duration. Only the 
lobes involved were removed. Recovered. 
Case 7; A healthy-looking woman, aged 39, 
under Mr. Birkett’s care, in Guy’s, the 
breast being infiltrated with cancer. Exci- 
sion of the whole breast, and also of some 
glands from the axilla. Recovered. Case 
8. A healthy-looking woman, aged 36, 
under the care of Mr. Birkett, in Guy’s, on 
account of infiltrating cancer of the left 
breast. Only the affected part of the gland 
was excised. Recovered. 

Lithectasy in the Female—A woman, 
aged 48, was admitted, under the care of Mr. 
Cock, into Guy’s, suffering severely from 
the symptoms of stone in the bladder. She 
had almost constant incontinence of urine. 
A large stone having been detected, dilata- 
tion of the urethra was practised (by a bi- 
valved dilator) until the forefinger was 
readily admitted, after which forceps were 
introduced, and the stone crushed and ex- 
tracted in fragments. It was a soft, phos- 
phatic concretion. The bladder was after. 
wards syringed out, and appeared to have 
been quite cleared. Fora few days the in- 
continence of urine persisted, but it after- 
wards gradually ceased; and, at the time of 
her discharge, the patient was well in every 
respect, excepting that occasionally the 
urine escaped during sleep. This woman 
was under care in St. Bartholomew’s about 
two years ago, on account of calculus in the 
vagina and bladder, the concretions being 
connected through a vesico-vaginal fistula 
high up. Large portions of the stone were 
then removed, but not the whole of that oc- 
cupying the bladder. When admitted under 
Mr. Cock, there was no deposit in the 
vagina, and the fistula could not be found. 

Pharyngotomy.—A case in which pharyn- 
gotomy was necessary for the removal of a 
foreign body, has been successfully treated 
in Guy’s by Mr. Cock. 

Excision of Non- Malignant Tumours.— 
Case 1. A woman, aged 27, under the care 
of Mr. Cock, in Guy’s, on account of a large 
tumour involving the left deltoid muscle. 
It had been increasing for a year and nine 
months, and had not been attended by much 
pain. The skin, which was adherent, was 
dissected up, and the whole belly of the 
muscle, together with the acromion and the 
scapular extremity of the clavicle were ex- 
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cised. The tumour, which was a very large 
mass, showed a well characterized myeloid 
structure. Not much blood was lost, and 
the patient, who was emaciated and in very 
delicate health, recovered remarkably well. 
The shoulder-joint itself, although exposed, 
was not injured, and since the wound has 
healed a very fair degree of motion is pos- 
sessed. Case 2. A woman, aged 29, in 
good health, under the care of Mr. Cock, 
in Guy’s, on account of a large mass in the 
right side of the neck, beneath the vessels 
and muscles. The tumour had been slowly 
increasing for thirteen years without any 
material pain. The carotid artery was 
pushed forwards quite superficially by it, a 
lobe projecting on ite inner side, but the 
greater part lying external to it. Mr. Cock 
made a free incision upon the tumour, and 
carefully avoiding the surrounding vessels, 
etc., opened into the cellular investment by 
which it was encapsuled. This done, the 
tamour was very easily removed, possessing 
only attachments which the finger readily 
broke down. It proved to be a firm fibro- 
plastic growth, and was somewhat larger 
than a full-sized fist. The wound healed 
well. Cases 3, 4, and 5, Fatty tumours in 
different parts of the body. In all the 
wounds healed well. Case 6. A woman, 
aged 20, under Mr. Lawrence’s care, in St. 
Bartholomew's. Excision of a small mam- 
mary glandular tumour, of ten months’ 
duration. Recovery. Case 7. A woman, 
aged 22, under Mr. Wormald’s care, in St. 
Bartholomew’s. Excision of a warty ex- 
crescence from the skin of the chest. 
Recovery. Case 8. A man, aged 27, 
under the care of Mr. Fergusson, in 
King’s College, on account of a large poly- 
pus in the right nostril adherent in most 
parts. Three partial removals had pre- 
viously been performed. Mr. Fergusson 
slit up the nostril, and effected the removal 
of the growth. Under treatment. Case 9. 
A girl, aged 17, under Mr. Birkett’s care, 
in Guy’s, on account of a large bursa in 
front of the knee-joint, containing fibrous 
bodies. Excision of the cyst by an incision 
over its outer boundary. The wound healed 
slowly, on account of erysipelas. Case 10. 
A ‘man, aged 69, under the care of Mr. 
Skey, in St. Bartholomew’s, on account of 
a large parotid tumour over the left side of 
the face. It had existed twenty years, but 
had been small until within three months 
past. It was the size of a large orange, 
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of blood and urine escaped. The urine 
flowed freely afterwards, and all the urgent 
symptoms were relieved. The wound 
healed well, and the lad made a good re- 
covery. Case 8. A man, aged 35, admitted 
under the care of Mr. Stanley, in St. Bar- 
tholomew’s, in a drowsy, half comatose 
state, from the effects of retention of urine. 
The bladder was not distended. There 
were fistulous openings in the perineum, 
and a dense brawny induration, extending 
into the scrotum. A free incision was made 
into the perineum, and the escape of urine 
took place. The man became delirious 
shortly afterwards, and death soon followed. 
At the autopsy, a stricture, impassable by 
the smallest probe, was found. The blad- 
der was inflamed ; the ureters and pelves of 
kidneys much dilated, and containing pus. 

Puncture of the Bladder.—The case in 
which puncture of the bladder by the rectum 
had been performed by Mr. Skey, in St. 
Bartholomew’s, has been discharged. The 
man now passes urine freely by the natural 
paseage, and a No.5 can be easily intro- 
duced. The case under Mr. Tudor's care 
on board the Dreadnought, remains under 
treatment. The canula has been removed, 
but some urine still flows by the gut. The 
man’s health is improving fast. 

Congenital Stricture of Rectum.—An in- 
fant, aged 15 months, under the care of Mr. 
Cock, in Guy's, on account of a congenital 
stricture at the external aperture of the anus. 
The internal sphincter, and the gut above, 
appeared quite healthy. The opening would 
but just admit a probe. Mr. Cock made a 
free incision directly backwards, and the 
wound has been kept dilated during the 
healing. The healing is now complete, 
and not much tendency to contraction is as 
yet shown. 

Amussat’s Operation for Artificial Anus. 
—A woman, aged 30, under the care of 
Mr. Curling, in the London, on account of 
carcinomatous stricture of the rectum. The 
disease was not of long duration, but it had 
produced such occlusion of the gut, that the 
bowels had been obstinately constipated for 
amonth. Mr. Curling opened the colon in 
the left loin, after the manner practised by 
Amussat, The gut was found contracted, 
and the peritoneum had to be divided before 
it was reached. Feces have subsequently 
escaped freely. The woman had no ill 
symptoms after the operation, and is now 
(one month) doing as well as could be ex- 


pected. 





DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Operations for Nevus.—Case 1. An in- 
fant, aged 9 months, under Mr. Birkett’s 
care, in Guy’s. The nevus was subcuta- 
neous, and situated on the tip and side of the 
nose. The skin having been reflected, the 
nevus was excised. The wound healed 
well. Case 2. An infant, aged 15 months, 
under Mr. Wormald’s care, in St. Bartholo- 
mew’s. The nevus was subcutaneous, and 
situated on the cheek. The skin was re- 
flected, and the nevus tied. Recovered. 
Case 3. An infant, aged 13 months, under 
Mr. Lloyd's care in St. Bartholomew’s, on 
account of a large nevus in the back of the 
neck. Injection with sal volatile has been 
practised, and subsequently the application 
of potassa fusa. Under treatment,—Jed. 
Times and Gaz., March 29, and ‘April 5, 
1856, 


MEDICAL NEWS. 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Hair Dyes.—Prof. Hapiey made an in- 
teresting report to the Buffalo Medical As- 
sociation (July 2, 1856) on this subject :— 

-He stated that he had been unable to find 
any treatises upon the subject which afford- 
ed him any assistance, and he was, there- 
fore, obliged to speak from his own know- 
ledge of the chemical constitution of nearly 
all the various articles in use; either as dyes, 
depilatories, or for improving its growth and 
appearance. To this he should principally 
confine himself. 

The history of the use both of hair dyes, 
and of preparations for beautifying the hair, 
extends to the remotest antiquity, and no 
people, however degraded or however ele- 
vated in the scale of civilization, has ever 
existed, among whom we may not find their 
use to be prevalent. 

At the present time, as probably in all 
others, the object sought by a hair dye is 
the production ‘of a colour darker than the 
one worn. We never hear of any article 
being used for decolorizing the hair, or sub- 
stituting an auburn or light-brown for any 
darker hue. 

All the various hair dyes in use are made 
from the different salts of two metals, viz: 
lead and silver, Other substances may be 
used, but they are either too expensive or 
too injurious to the hair itself. 

Ist, Lead, Several salts of lead are 
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used; but the most common lead dye is 
that made from litharge and lime. Equal 
parts of lime and litharge are rubbed into a 
paste, with sufficient water to furnish the 
proper consistence. This paste is then very 
freely applied to the hair, being well rubbed 
in to it, and thickly laid on. It is kept 
moist by oil or India-rubber cloth, and al- 
lowed to remain for from three to eight 
hours—is usually put on at night and kept 
on during sleep, The colour which results 
is unexceptionable, being a fine dark black. 

It will be noticed that this dye is applied 
to the skin, but does not colour it. Prof. H. 
stated that he had applied it to his arm for a 
period of six hours. The hairs beneath 
were dyed, but the skin remained colourless. 
This is the more curious, from the fact that, 
physiologically, the hair and the epidermis 
are the same in their elemental construction. 
There is, however, but little doubt that the 
colouring properties of lead depend on the 
deposition of a sulphuret in the hair. Most 
protein substances emit sulphuretted hydro- 
gen on the action of caustic alkalies. In the 
process of “hulling corn,” by placing it in 
lye, the grain is blackened by the alkali. 
The process of this hair dye, then, is as 
follows: The litharge is in part dissolved 
by the caustic lime, and the lead, thus ren- 
dered soluble, penetrates the hair and is de- 
posited as asulphuretoflead. It isremark- 
able that in the use of this dye the dandruff 
is coloured. 

The formule of lead dyes vary. Some- 
times white lead is used; sometimes whit- 
ing or flour are added to prevent the too 
caustic action of the lime. Some formule, 
like the prescriptions of the older physicians, ‘ 
contain a dozen or more ingredients, only a 
few of which are essential. 

Prof. Hadley stated that he had heard no 
complaints of the effect of this dye on the 
skin. The hair, however, is rendered brit- 
tle by its use, and must be oiled to prevent 
its breaking. In spite of any precaution 
the ends will crack off, and its use is often 
abandoned for this reason, though the colour 
produced is unexceptionable. 

“ Twiggs’ Hair Dye” is simply a weak 
solution of acetate of lead to which precipi- 
tated sulphur is added. It is put up by al- 
most every druggist, and sold under many 
different names. The continued use of it 
does, in many instances, cause the hair to 
grow darker, though Prof. H. had never 
seen a black colour produced by it. It also 














checks the formation of dandruff. In its 
effects it corrugates the skin, which becomes 
harsh, and the person using it assumes a 
peculiar, old, wrinkled look. This, how- 
ever, soon passes off. The directions, un- 
like other dyes, insist on its being well rub- 
bed in. 

Silver Dyes.—These are much more used 
than the lead. The effects of light on ‘the 
salts of silver are well known. The chloride 
of silver, when exposed to light in a moist 
state, turns black; and the photographic 
process is entirely similar, except that the 
effect of the light upon the iodide or bromide 
of silver is not visible until subjected to re- 
agents. In a similarmanner these dyes are 
put up; some of them consisting simply of 
a single bottle of a solution of a salt of silver 
when the action of light is alone relied on 
as the reagent (‘‘dyes without prepara- 
tion’’); or in other cases a reagent accom- 
panies the package (‘‘dyes with prepara- 
tion’’). 

Nitrate of silver is the salt used in the 
manufacture of all these dyes, but it does not 
exist as a nitrate in the dye. Pure nitrate 
of silver is not affected by light; it may be 
exposed in a window for years, if tightly 
corked, without change. The change of 
colour is uniformly due to the presence of 
organic matter, as when paper is wrapped 
around the sticks, or where the crystals 
come in contact with the cork of the bottle. 

In dyeing the hair many use the ‘dye 
without preparation,’’ and expose to light. 
This is a slow process, and the hair should 
be thoroughly cleansed by soap and soda 
before its application. In experimenting in 
the laboratory, Prof. H. found that by boil- 
ing the hair in caustic soda he was able to 
produce a deep permanent black with a dye 
of only one-eighth the ordinary strength. 
No dyes now sold contain simple nitrate of 
silver; all are more or less mixed. 

In the use of dyes with preparation, a 
mordant accompanies the dye. In twenty 
or thirty different dyes which Prof. Hadley 
had analyzed, this preparation consisted uni- 
formly of a weak solution of gallic acid, in 
the proportion of one grain of the acid to 
one hundred grains of water. This reduces 
the salt to an oxide, instantaneously, consti- 
tuting a large saving in time, while the tint 
is better than in the dyes without prepara- 
tion. These latter leave the hair with a 
reddish tinge, particularly in reflected light, 
unless the dye be very strong, or twice used. 
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In some dyes three bottles are put up, 
one of which is only to be used on the fail 
ure of the other two, This third bottle 
always contains a little sulphuret of sodium, 
potassium, or ammonia, In two hair dyes 
manufactured in Philadelphia, no solution 
of gallic acid is put up, but instead of it the 
second bottle containe sulphuret of potes- 
sium or sodium, The objections to this 
plan are serious, The odor of sulphuretted 
hydrogen ia offensive, it is very caustic, and 
acts on the skin, so that if not used with 
care the hair may be scraped off easily with 
the back of a knife, or pulled out by hands. 
ful. 


The nitrate of silver acts upon the hair 
as upon other organic tissues. It kills it, 
producing a firm, dry, hard eschar, which, 
in the case of an ulcer, protects the paris 
beneath. All of these hair dyes are war- 
ranted not to stain the skin; but all of them 
will stain it if they come in contact. 

The percentage of silver in the dyes sold 
varies very much. Prof. H. had analyzed 
nearly all the dyes sold, and found the per- 
centage to vary from four to eighteen per 
cent. of metallic silver. The following will 
illustrate :— 

One hundred parts of dye contain 


In Ballard’s HairDye -~ - 6 per cent. ofsilver. 

¢ Batchelor’s oo prep.) - ey ve ss 

«: Phalon’s ape - li is “ “ 

“Christadoros - - +15 a 

“ Mathew’s - - iad « 
(Many others were given. ) 


This percentage, however, furnishes no 
index to the actual value or cost of the dye, 
inasmuch as the size of the bottle varies, 
and also the price. Thus each bottle of 
these various dyes contains of solid silver:— 


0 ve - pe end woe pe) on oa 
Bachelors (Uti prep) “ “ g « 
Y. prep.) od g “ 
Christadoro's - “ “ g « 
Clirehugh’s - - 6“ “ g « 


All these are sold at one dollar per bottle, 
leaving an enormous profit, Mathew’s dye 
is sold at half adollar per bottle, each bottle 
containing 7c, of metallicsilver. The quan: 
tity of silver thus subtracted from the cur- 
rency is very large. One firm in this city 
used last year (in a period of thirteen months) 
1100 ounces of silver coin. 

There is a common belief among the 
Chinese, that a certain weed, taken inter- 
nally, would cause the hair to grow black, 
and attempts have been made by speculators 
here to-discover it, and introduce it in this 
country 





Prof. Hadley continued his remarks, tak. 
ing up briefly the subject of preparations for 
beautifying the hair, These promise every- 
thing; to cure baldness, prevent dandruff 
and falling of the hair, ete, etc, Oils and 
fats are mostly used in them. The great 
difficulty in the use of free oils is their lia- 
bility to become rancid, A few years ago 
nearly all the liquid: hair oils were made 
from lard oil, coloured, The usual colour 
was red, produced by alkanet, the red colour 
of which is soluble in oils, 

More recently castor oil is almost exclu- 
sively used. When pure it is too thick for 
convenient use, and is, therefore, mixed 
with strong alcohol, as follows: R. Castor 
oil 3x, alcohol 3 ij, essential oils Zij. 

These latter are used as perfumes. 

The various Tricopheri, the Renovators, 
and Kathairons, are pretty nearly alike. All 
contain alcohol in large proportion, and all 
have tincture of cantharides as a stimulant. 
Various perfumes are used to convey a dis- 
tinctive character. The following formula 
is a good one, and a fair sample of these ar+ 
ticles: R. Castor oil Zvj, alcohol Zxxvj, 
tr. cantharides 3j, essential oils Zjss. 


Colognes are simply perfumed alcohol.— 
Buffalo Medical Journal, August, 1856. 


Pennsylvania Medical College. — Dr. 
Txuo’s G. Ricuarpson, of Louisville, has 
been appointed Professor of Anatomy of 
this School in place of Dr. Allen, who has 
resigned. Dr. Richardson was Demonstra- 
tor of Anatomy in the Louisville Medical 
Institute, and is the author of a work on 
Anatomy. 

Girard College for Orphans.—Dr. J. B. 
Biddle has been elected one of the Physi- 
cians to this Institution in the place of Dr. F. 
Sargent, who had resigned. 


Medical College of Ohio.—Prof. L. M. 
Lawson has been elected to the chair of 
Theory and Practice of Medicine in this 
School, 

Central Lunatic Asylum of Ohio.—Dr. 
Hills, the editor of the Medical Counsellor, 


{has been appointed Superintendent of this 


Institution. 


Cleveland Medical College.—Professor 
Horace Ackley has resigned the Chair of 
Surgery in this School. 
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Osnvary Reconv.—Died, July 1, 1856, {lime have combined, the fluid is to be de» 
at Nashville, R. M. Porrer, M.D. Pro-) canted and kept in a well-stoppered bottle, 
fessor of Anatomy in the University of} A pint of the liquid is sufficient for the cure 


Nashville. 


of several cases, It is sufficient to wash the 


—— At Hazelgreen, Illinois, on the 2d of | body well with warm water, and then to rub 


May, 1856, James G, Percivat, M.D, the 
poet, aged sixty-one years. In 1824, he was 
appointed an Assistant Surgeon in the U.8, 
Army, and stationed at West Point to lec- 
ture on chemistry; but resigned his com 
mission after holding it afew months, Dr, 
P, was a man of purely scholarly tastes and 
eccentric habits, and united a remarkable 
love of scientific persuite with his taste for 
poetry. He possessed great linguistic ac. 
quirements, and assisted Noah Webster in 
the compilation of his great dictionary. He 
made a geological survey of the State of 
Connecticut, and, at the time of his death, 


held the office of State Geologist of Illinois. 
—WN. Y. Med. Times. 
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Albuminuria.—M. Mavruner, in the 
albuminuria and dropsy after scarlatina in 
children, recommends the exclusive use of 
a milk or rice-milk diet. Under its influ- 
ence, he says, an abundant urinary flux be- 
comes established, which causes the disap- 
pearance of the dropsy; but should it not 
suffice for the cure, he would seek to modify 
the urinary secretion by the use of alkalies. 
He recommenda urea to be given in such 
cases, in doses of one-third of a grain, mixed 
with sugar. When a dose of six or eight 
grains is arrived at, he says, it occasions an 
abundant secretion of urine, and rapid dis- 
appearance of the dropsy.—Brit. and For. 
Med.- Chir. Rev., July, 1856. 


Cure of Itch in half an hour by Sulphur 
in a Liquid Form.—Dr. E. Surra called 
the attention of the Fellows of the Medical 
Society of London to an article in the Ga- 
zette Hebdomadaire, by Dr. Bourguignon, in 
which is a confirmation of the value of the 


_. treatment. of itch, in Belgium, by sulphur, 


combined with lime in a liquid form. The 
remedy is prepared by boiling one part of 
quick-lime, with two parts of sublimed sul- 
phur, in ten parts of water, until the two 
former are perfectly united. During the 
boiling it must be constantly stirred with a 
piece of wood, and, when the sulphur and 








the liquid into the skin for balf an hour, As 
the fluid evaporates, a layer of eulphur is left 
upon the skin. During the half hour the 
acarus is killed, and the patient is cured, .Jt 
ig only needful then to wash the body well, 
and to use clean clothes, In Belgium, the 
treatment is introduced by first rubbing the 
body for half an hour with black soap, but 
this does not appear to be necessary. The 
only essential act ia that of the careful appli- 
cation of the fluid sulphur, The lime is of 
no importance in the treatment, except to 
render the sulphur soluble, and such would 
probably be the case if potass or soda were 
employed. The chief point in the plan thus 
employed, which is an improvement upon 
the mode of application of sulphur in sub- 
stance with lard, is the more ready absorp- 
tion of the remedy, and consequently the 
more certain and quick destruction of the in- 
sect, by using sulphur in a fluid form. In 
so disgusting a disease, it must be of great 
moment to be able to cure it in half an hour. 
—Med. Times and Gazette, March 8, 1856, 

Ophthalmology.—A considerable amount 
of interest has been excited this week by the 
presence of M. Quadri, of Naples, at the 
various ophthalmic hospitals in London. 
M. Quadrihas recently arrived from Vienna, 
and brought with him the latest improve- 
ments in this department of surgery, such 
as improved needles, ophthalmoscopeg, 
lenses, etc., as-adopted by Jager and the 
Austrian surgeons. M. Quadri and the 
Italians use ether in place of chloroform, 
and place the patient sitting ina chair, ag 
well as under the effect of belladonna.. Mr. 
Bowman dispenses with both chloroform 
and@atropine,' as there is a tendency. to 
vomiting induced, and evacuation of the vi- 
treous humour, under the well known effect 
of the former, while the dilatation of the 
pupil by atropine leads, he thinks, to a 
wrinkling or tucking up of the delicate mus- 
cle of the iris, which is thus forced under the 
knife, and wounded, With reference to a 
point suggested in this Journal as to the 
want of focus after operation for traumatic 
cataract, this deficiency is usually remedied 
by ‘‘ cataract. glasses ;’’ but, as a rule, the 
difference is not much, as the part of the 





186 


eye where the refrangibility is greatest, the 
relation of the external air to the cornea is, 
of course, not changed, while the vitreous 
humour which takes the place of the dis- 
eased lens, differs very little from the latter 
in density. Mr. Bowman ‘always operates 
with the patient in 9 reclining position, and 
thus, perhaps, very little of the denser hu- 
mours of the eye are lost, and the ‘‘refrac- 
tive index’’ of the entire organ remains al- 
most unchanged.—Assoc. Med. Journal, 
July 19, 1856. 

Tests of Strychnia.—We have lately wit- 
neesed a number of interesting experiments, 
conducted by Dr. Joun Trait1, for the pur- 
pose of testing this poison. The animals 
experimented on were live frogs, and the 
symptoms they exhibited were remarkable. 
A grain of strychnia was dissolved into 250 
drops of water. A glass rod was dipped into 
the solution, and the quantity it retained 
(about half a drop) was placed on the back 
of a small'frog, which was then put under a 
glass. It made no motion for about two 
minutes, at the ‘end of which time it ap- 
peared to have a difficulty in breathing, 
which momentarily increased. A tremor 
then became visible over its body, and it 
* gave several convulsive leaps, when the 
limbs’ became rigid, and the little animal 
gavea shriek like a mouse, and turned over 
on its side. On being touched, however 
gently, at one of the extremities, a violent 
spasm shook the whole body, and in about 
eight minutes*after the application of the 
solution, vitality appeared to have ceased, 
although muscular irritability, peculiar in 
many cold-blooded animals after death, con- 
tinued for some time thereafter. A second 
experiment on a larger frog had a precisely 
similar result, and the same shriek of agony 
was emitted by the animal. In this case 
about double the quantity of strychnia was 
placed on the frog. A third died eqfally 
hard, but made no sound. When touched, 
they sometimes seemed to suffer intense 
pain, and epasms ensued; at other times a 
touch did not affect:them. During the con- 
tinuance of these spasms, the eyes atone 
time appeared almost ready tostart from their 
sockets, and:at another were sunk into the 
head. The most remarkable circumstance 
to a novice in such matters, and ‘even, we 
should think, to'the experimenter, was the 
piteous cry of the suffering creature. The 
first attempt was made with less than a five- 
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hundredth part of a grain, and the animal 
was dead in about eight minutes; the se- 
cond, with about double that quantity, and 
in the same time death ensued. Thus the 
physiological test of Dr. Marshall Hall would 
appear to be the certain and unerring test of 
the presence of strychnia in the emallest 
quantity. From other experiments made by 
Dr. Traill, he has no doubt that the five- 
thousandth, if not the ten-thousandth, part 
of a grain may be at once detected. We 
believe Dr. Traill is at present engaged in 
testing comparatively the symptoms. pro- 
duced by narcotine, aconitine, and various 
other poisonous alkaloids. —Lancet, July 12, 
1856, from Arbroath Guide. 

Effects of Iodine Vapours on Various 
Forms of Starch—Wheat Starch becomes 
violet-coloured. Potato Starch assumes a 
dove gray hue. Genuine Arrowroot a 
bright chocolate colour. Genuine Tapioca, 
a yellowish or chamois colour. Spurious 
Tapioca, some granules become violet-gray, 
others yellowish or chamois coloured.— 
Chemist. 

Disease Peculiar to those who work in 
Caoutchouc.—M. Dexrecn directs attention 
to a special disease, not heretofore described, 
peculiar to the workmen employed in the 
manufacture of articles of caoutchouc. The 
inhalation of the vapours of sulphuret of 
carbon determines in them various disturb- 
ances of digestion; a profound modification 
of the intellect’; dulness, loss of memory, 
&c. ; serious derangement of the functions 
of the nervous system; cephalalgia, vertigo, 
disturbance of the senses, more or less com- 
plete paralysis of motion, and, particularly 
in some, absolute genital impotence.— 
Chemist, from Comptes Rendus. 


Iodide of Codmium.—This new prepara- 
tion of iodine is coming into general use in 
hospital practice, in place of iodide of lead 
and iodide of zine, as it makes & white oint- 
ment more effectual in dispelling glandular 
enlargements, and not so like paint as iodide 
of lead.— Assoc. Med. Journ., July.19,1856. 


Sir Astley Cooper's Prize.—This prize 
of fifteen hundred-dollars, for 1856, has been 
awarded by the'Physicians and Surgeons of 
Guy’s ‘Hospital to Dr. B. W. Richardeon, 
for his essay ‘‘ On the Cause of the Coagu- 
lation of the Blood.”’ 





